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New Alresford Town Council 
Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP 
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk  
Website: www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation, Environment and Community Committee held at 
Alresford Recreation Centre on Tuesday 19th November 2024 commencing at 7.00pm 
 

Name Present Apologies Absent 

Cllr Sprott (Chair)  ✓   
Cllr Byrne  ✓   
Cllr Dakin  ✓  
Cllr Eager ✓   
Cllr Jeffs ✓   
Cllr Jones ✓   
Cllr Weston ✓   

ALSO PRESENT: Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk) and three members of public 
 
R24/044  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Cllr Dakin 
 
R24/045  INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS  

None 
 
R24/046 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
  RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Recreation, Environment and Community 

Committee meeting held on 17 September 2024 
  
R24/047    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  
  A resident of Arle Close thanked the Council for cutting the hedge between Arle Close 

and Arlebury Park. He raised concerns about the trees planted in the last few years in 
the long grass edge along the hedge, and whether their future size would cause 
ongoing problems for machinery reaching the hedge, and for the annual fireworks 
display. Another resident from Arle Close echoed the concerns. 

 
  The Chair responded that the trees would be managed in a way to ensure they are 

appropriate for their location, and that the Council will monitor the situation moving 
forwards. 

  
  A resident spoke about Hampshire Forest Partnership (HFP) who provide funding for 

trees in front gardens, verges etc. In Petersfield, a HFP scheme is being implemented 
by the Town Council. The resident suggested that a scheme in Alresford could be co-
ordinated through New Alresford Town Council. The resident is meeting with HFP and 
New Leaf community group in Spring 2025 and will feedback.      

  
R24/048   SPORTS CLUB AND ALLOTMENT SOCIETY UPDATES 
  No updates 
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R24/049   CLERKS AND CHAIRS REPORT 

The report was noted. 
 
R24/050   YOUTH FOOTBALL PARKING, STRATTON BATES RECREATION GROUND  
  The committee received correspondence from a resident from Ashburton Road 

regarding parking issues caused by youth football matches at the weekend. 
  Action: The Council will contact ATYFC to discuss possible solutions. Cllr Byrne offered 

to monitor the parking situation at weekends.  
    
R24/051   SKATEPARK STEPS, ARLEBURY PARK  

The committee discussed whether it would be beneficial to install steps down to the 
skatepark in Arlebury Park, and considered a quote.  
RESOLVED: To put a poster up at the skatepark asking users for feedback on potential 
steps   

  
R24/052   COMMUNITY HEDGE GRANT  
   The Council have received a grant for £360 from CPRE to install a community hedge. 
   The committee discussed planting hedging whips between the playground and the 

rugby pitch at Arlebury Park, as well as enhancing the existing hedgerow along the 
bottom of the youth football pitch. The committee considered using a contractor to dig 
a trench for the whips, to make it easier for school children to be able to undertake the 
planting.  

  RESOLVED: To organise a hedge planting event with one of the schools in Alresford in 
January/ February 2025 following consultation with the rugby club regarding the 
location of the whips and sourcing a contractor to undertake work pre-planting.   

 
R24/053    TREE PLANTING, ARLEBURY PARK 

The committee considered a request to plant a commemorative tree in Arlebury Park 
RECOLVED: To approve the application for a commemorative tree and undertake the 
planting at the same time as the community hedge pre-work, so that the digger work 
can be combined  

 
R24/054   COMMITTEE BUDGET 
  The committee discussed the forecast for 24/25 and committee budget for 25/26, for 

consideration by Council.  
 
R24/055   YOUTH FACILITY 
  The committee chair expressed frustration at the lack of progress with the project. 
  Cllr Byrne (Chair of Council) will ensure the item is on the next Council agenda. 
 
R24/056   SMOKING AT SPORTS PITCHES  

The committee discussed spectator smoking at the sidelines of youth sports pitches.  
RESOLVED: To purchase signs that say (along the lines of) ‘no smoking/ vaping within 
20 meters of youth pitches’, on agreement of sports clubs 
RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that a letter is written to the MP to request that 
the smoking bill is extended to include smoking at sidelines of sports pitches.  
 

The meeting finished at 20:40 


