New Alresford Town Council

Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk
Website: www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation, Environment and Community Committee held at
Arlebury Park on Thursday 28" September 2023 commencing at 7.00pm

Name Present Apologies Absent
Clir Sprott (Chair)
Clir Bean
Clir Byrne
Clir Cavell
Clir Dakin
Clir Eager v
Clir Jeffs v
Clir Smith v

ALSO PRESENT: Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk), and 8 members of public

AN SRR

C23/032 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
RESOLVED: To approve apologies from Clir Eager and Clir Jeffs

C23/033 INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS
Nothing received.

C23/034 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED: That the minutes and recommendations of the Community and Open
Spaces Committee held on 11t July are approved subject to rescinding the minute on
‘Council Representation at Community Groups’ (23/079b refers)

C23/035 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.
A member of the Allotment Society spoke of his concern around the updated
Allotment rule on fruit cages that was approved at Council (23/057). While he
supported the approach to protect wildlife, he believed the section stating the Council
would ask a plot holder to remove their fruit cage if a bird was seen to be caught in it
twice in twelve month period, was over the top and that an alternative approach might
be fairer.

Another member of the allotment society spoke in agreement of this point.

The Committee Chair responded that the change to the Allotment Policy had been
introduced after four birds had been found trapped in different cages over a period of
two days and noted that there had been no further reports of trapped birds during the
remainder of the fruit season after the policy was introduced. His view was that this
represented a successful outcome so far and indicated that the policy was an effective
response to an issue that the Council could not ignore and the fact that no

warnings or action had been required from the Council suggested that this was also

a proportionate response.


mailto:deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk
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C23/036

The Committee Chair noted that the policy change had been agreed by Council, rather
than the REC committee and he invited members of the Allotment Society who
disagreed with it to suggest an alternative form of words that would be effective in
preventing wildlife from becoming trapped in fruit cages. If any member of the Council
wished to propose a suggestion to further amend the policy, then it would be
considered in the usual way, once the period of six months had passed from the initial
policy change, as is required by the Council’s Standing Orders.

A member of the public spoke about whether allotments were still being considered
for Sun Lane development. He also enquired if the Council were still planning to hold a
meeting with current plot holders about the proposed size of plots at the new
allotments.

The Committee said that the open space at Sun Lane is still up for discussion and in the
early stages. The Committee also discussed sending a short survey to all plot holders to
get advice on sizes of new allotments, and possibly attending the next Allotment
Society Committee meeting.

A member of public spoke about his concern to ensure the Council begins discussions
about the end of the rugby field lease agreement with the landowner (ends 2027) in
good time and start to ensure the Council are in a good position to negotiate and/or
consider alternatives if required.

SPORTS CLUB UPDATES
None received.

C23/037_CLERK AND CHAIR’S REPORT

C23/038

C23/039

The report was noted.

REMEMBRANCE POPPIES
RESOLVED: That the Council poppies are erected by the Men’s Shed in Memorial
Gardens and on St John’s Church (subject to the Church’s approval)

The Men’s Shed have suggested they could make figures to commemorate
Remembrance Day and compliment the poppies. The Committee in principle
supported this.

Recommendation: The Council investigate the cost of the figures and discuss potential
locations with St Johns Church.

ALLOTMENT MOWER

The committee resolved to take on the allotment mower (C23/026 refers), however
the Allotment Society Committee have informed the Council that they no longer own a
mower and instead requested the Council purchase a mower that specific volunteers
could use to mow the communal paths.

The Council would own the mower and would be responsible for servicing,
maintenance and providing a means to safely store fuel.

RESOLVED: To purchase a mower that can be used by volunteers of the Allotment
Society to mow the communal paths at the allotments.




C23/040

C23/041

C23/042

C23/043

ALLOTMENT RULE ON FRUIT TREES

The council has received a suggestion from a plot holder that the rule on fruit trees
needing to be a minimum of 3 metres from a plot boundary is not feasible in the
smaller plots and he would like the Council to reconsider the rule.

RESOLVED: That a change to the fruit tree rule be put out to consultation to the plot
holders, along with any other potential rule changes, in Spring 2024.

FENCING SUN HILL SLOPE

The Committee considered several suggestions for the layout of fencing to protect the
new slope repairs at Sun Hill Recreation Ground.

RESOLVED: The Clerk will meet with fencing contractors to obtain prices

YOUTH FACILITY IN PARK

The Clerk advised that as requested at the last committee meeting, research had been
undertaken with other Parish Councils who have a ball court, to discuss benefits and
concerns.

RESOLVED: That initiating a project to develop a youth facility is put to Town Council
for consideration

Recommendation: That measurements of ball courts deemed to be successful by their
Parish Council are obtained in order to help the discussion

BUDGET 24/25

The Committee reviewed the forecast for 23/24 and started to consider the budget for
24/25. They discussed fixed costs such as dog bin emptying and variable costs such as
Town Schemes support. The Clerk advised they could start to consider putting
expenditure in the budget for specific town wide expenditure e.g., Community
Defibrillators and the Town Christmas Tree.

The meeting ended at 20:13



