New Alresford Town Council

Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk
Website: www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation, Environment and Community Committee held at
Alresford Recreation Centre on Tuesday 21 May 2024 commencing at 7.00pm

Name Present Apologies Absent
Clir Sprott (Chair)
Clir Byrne
Clir Dakin
Clir Eager
Clir Jeffs
Clir Weston

ALSO PRESENT: Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk), Clir Cavell and two members of public

ASRYRYRYRSE

R24/001 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None received

R24/002 INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS
None

R24/003 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Recreation, Environment and Community
Committee meeting held on 9 April 2024, subject to clarifying C23/087

R24/004 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.
A member of public spoke of her concern about the hedge height between Arlebury
Park and Arle Close and the fact that her garden is increasingly shaded as the hedge
height has increased over the last few years.
This was reiterated by another member of the public.

It was agreed to move the item on ‘Tree Management Policy’ forward.

R24/005 TREE MANAGEMENT POLICY
RESOLVED: It was agreed to add the following change to the end of clause 6.4 of the
Tree Management Policy - ‘In Arlebury Park, the hedgerow between the park and Arle
Gardens will be maintained at a height of no more that 2.5 metres, sloped to no more
than 2 metres on the side of the properties, allowing for seasonal growth’.

R24/006 SPORTS CLUB UPDATES
None received

R24/007 CLERKS AND CHAIRS REPORT
The report was noted
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R24/008

R24/009

R24/010

R24/011

R24/012

R24/013

R24/014

R24/015

VICE-CHAIR
RESOLVED: To elect Councillor Dakin as Vice-Chair of Recreation, Environment and
Community Committee

TERMS OF REFERENCE

RESOLVED: To recommend the Terms of Refence for Recreation, Environment and
Community Committee to Council for approval subject to minor amendments, and to
also suggest removing the Sports Clubs as non-voting members of the committee,
instead inviting them (and the Alresford Allotment Society) to attend every meeting
should they wish, to provide an update under a designated section on the agenda.

PLAYGROUND INSPECTIONS

The playground inspection reports were noted. Work has already been undertaken to
address items of maintenance that were required and the committee will consider
replacing the wooden fort at Sun Hill Recreation Ground in due course.

PLAY EQUIPMENT, SUN HILL RECREATION GROUND

The Alresford Pigs have kindly agreed to donate funds for an item of play equipment at
Sun Hill Recreation Ground in the region of £5000. The Clerk shared images of the type
of equipment that could be purchased.

Action: Quotes will be obtained for a piece of climbing equipment with nets from
different suppliers

LONG GRASS MANAGEMENT, ARLEBURY PARK

The current long grass area at Arlebury Park has reduced in size this year to a
maximum of 7 metres in width.

RESOLVED: To increase the long grass area to a maximum of 18 metres in width, with a
mown path down the middle

Clir Jeffs requested it be recorded that she voted against this motion

LITTERPICK VOLUNTEERS
RESOLVED: To help establish a litter picking volunteer group to meet approximately
quarterly, and to offer a voucher for tea/coffee as a thank you.

ALLOTMENT SOCIETY REQUEST

The Allotment Society have requested that they are able to ask businesses for
sponsorship for the allotments, in return for displaying the businesses logo in the
newsletter and/or on the allotment noticeboard.

RESOLVED: To allow the Allotment Society to ask businesses for sponsorship for the
allotments in return for displaying a logo on the allotment newsletter and or
noticeboard, subject to the Council having final approval over any signage and over
any proposed alterations to the allotment site.

NEW ALLOTMENTS

Cllr Dakin provided an update:

- An updated site layout is being drawn up by the surveyor following on site meeting
with the Allotment Society

- Planning permission is not required for the new car parking land. Tichborne Estates
have started process for drawing up a lease agreement
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- Clearance for previous tree work is being undertaken as one of the final stages of
site clearance

R24/016 D-DAY COMMEMORATIONS
The Committee noted that the Council are providing administrative support towards
the D-Day commemorations being organised by RAFA.

R24/017 BIG HELP OUT
Co-ordinating Alresford is organising a Big Help Out event on Saturday 8™ June as part
of a national initiative. Cllr Cavell is providing support with the event, and the
committee noted the offer to Co-ordinating Alresford from the Council to provide litter
picking equipment and administrative assistance if required.

R24/018 COMMUNITY EVENTS IN PARKS
The committee discussed events that could take place in the parks. This included a
fete, mini music festival and open-air theatre.
Action: For Cllr Weston and Byrne to explore the idea of a low key free music event for
Summer 2025.




