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New Alresford Town Council 
Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP 
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk  
Website: www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation, Environment and Community Committee held at 
Alresford Recreation Centre on Tuesday 14th November 2023 commencing at 7.00pm 
 

Name Present Apologies Absent 

Cllr Sprott (Chair)  ✓   
Cllr Bean   ✓  
Cllr Byrne  ✓   
Cllr Cavell  ✓   
Cllr Dakin ✓   
Cllr Eager ✓   
Cllr Jeffs  ✓  
Cllr Smith ✓   

ALSO PRESENT: Richard Doughty (Town Clerk), Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk), Claire Boniface 
(Administration Officer), Cllr Weston (arrived 20:20) and 8 members of public 
 
C23/044  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
   RESOLVED: To approve apologies from Cllr Bean and Cllr Jeffs 
 
C23/045  INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS  

Cllr Cavell declared a non-pecuniary interest in items on ‘Arlebury Park Hedge’ and 
‘New Tree Planting’. 

 
C23/046 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
  RESOLVED: That the minutes and recommendations of the Recreation, Environment 

and Community Committee held on 28th September are approved. 
 
C23/047    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  
  A resident from Arle Close spoke of their concern about the hedge height on the 

boundary between Arlebury Park and Arle Close; in particular increased shading in 
their garden and potential storm damage from newly planted trees.  

 
  Another resident from Arle Gardens said that the height of the hedge had increased 

over the years, and there was a government calculation for working out what the 
correct height should be. 

 
  Another resident from Arle Gardens said in their view the hedge was cut unevenly and 

the cuttings from the hedge were not removed sufficiently from the gap between the 
hedge and boundary fences. 

   
  A plot holder from Alresford allotments suggested that the Council contact Tichborne 

Estates to see if there may be space that could be utilised for car parking near to the 
Watercress Farm.   

mailto:deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk
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  RESOLVED: To bring forward on the agenda items on New Tree Planting and Arlebury 

Park Hedge 
 
C23/048 NEW TREE PLANTING 

 The Clerk advised that there is insufficient money in the Tree/ Hedge management 
budget for tree planting this financial year.  

 
C23/049   ARLEBURY PARK HEDGE 
  The Clerk advised that the hedge had been cut by the Council contractors 

approximately one month ago. The contractors had been unable to reach the top of 
the hedge in two places due to the difficulty in getting the tractor in between the 
newly planted trees and the hedge. The contractor was instructed to narrow the hedge 
in these two places to enable the tractor to fit behind and cut the top of the hedge in 
these two areas.  

  The Clerk advised that the contractor was returning to look at the hedge.  
 
  The Committee discussed the need for a balance in hedge height between users of the 

park, for whom the Council want to maintain a rural feel masking buildings where 
possible, and the residents in the properties living alongside the hedge.  

  The committee also discussed that there was a difference of opinion from residents on 
the gap to the rear of the hedge, and how much it should be maintained.  

  Action: To undertake consultation with residents in Arle Close about the gap between 
the hedge and boundary fences 

  Action: To look at whether cuttings from the hedge in the gap in front of the boundary 
fence need removing 

  Action: Committee consider whether to propose an addition to the tree policy in 
relation to hedge height 

 
C23/050   CLERKS REPORT 
  The Clerk’s report was noted.   
 
C23/051   BUDGET 

The committee draft budget for 24/25 was reviewed and minor changes agreed. 
 
C23/052   MILLENNIUM BOARDS 

The committee discussed renewing the Millennium Boards, possibly in the style of the 
new Arle Valley trail boards recently installed by the Alresford Society 
Action: For the Millennium Boards to be cleaned to determine whether they need 
renewing  

 
C23/053   ALRSEFORD TOWN GUIDES 
  The Millennium and Arle Valley Trails leaflet is nearly out of print.  Cllr Sprott 

suggested some changes to the text and photos on the existing leaflet before re-
printing. 

  Action: For Councillors to review changes suggested by Cllr Sprott and consider any 
other amendments, and send these to the Clerk, Cllr Byrne and Cllr Sprott for review.   
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  RESOLVED: To reprint the Millennium and Arle Valley trail leaflet subject to changes to 
text and photos 

  
C23/54     ALRESFORD PIGS 50th ANNIVERSARY 
  Alresford PIGS have suggested that the Council put forward suggestions of projects 

that the PIGS could consider helping to fund as part of their 50th anniversary year in 
2024. The committee was grateful for the suggestion from the PIGS and would like to 
help mark this milestone in some appropriate way. 

  The Committee discussed tree planting to mark the coronation/ contributing towards a 
youth facility in one of the Council’s open spaces/ contributing towards the 
Community Centre 

  Action: That a list of projects is considered at Town Council and then sent to the PIGS.  
 
C23/055   D-DAY ANNIVERSARY 

The Committee considered a suggestion from the Watercress Line to hold an event at 
the forecourt of the station to commemorate 80 years since the D-Day landings. 
An event was not proposed. 
Action: To investigate what is happening nationally to commemorate D-Day 
Action: To meet with the Watercress Line  

 
C23/056   COUNCILLOR SURGERIES 
  The Committee discussed reinstating Councillor Surgeries as one way of being more 

visible and talking to residents. They considered holding surgeries on a bi-monthly 
basis in the Community centre on a Saturday morning: 

  RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that Councillor surgeries are held on a bi-
monthly basis on a Saturday 10-12, ideally at the Community Centre. 

 
C23/057   WATERCRESS AND WINTERBOURNES GRANTS 
  The Committee discussed applying for a grant to the Watercress and Winterbournes 

Landscape Partnership Scheme, to fund the academic study of the history of the uses 
of the river system through the parish. If successful, the project would be fully funded 
by the grant along with the provision of some volunteer time. 

  RESOLVED: To apply to the Watercress and Winterbournes Landscape Partnership 
Scheme, for a project to fund the academic study of the history of the uses of the river 
system through the parish. 

 
C23/058   ARLEBURY PARK SKATEBOARD SIGN 
  The committee discussed the existing skateboard sign being outdated and in a poor 

state. 
  RESOLVED: To remove the skateboard sign at Arlebury park and replace with a smaller, 

more accurate and more welcoming sign 
 
C23/059   HANGING BASKET SCHEME 
  Quotes are being obtained for the supply of hanging baskets without the watering 

element. 
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C23/060   EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC  
  RESOLVED: The Town Council exercise their right to exclude the public and press by 

resolution from a closed meeting due to the confidential nature of the business about 
to be transacted. (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) 

 
C23/061   QUOTES 

a. The Council have received a grant of £900 from Hampshire County Council through 
the Countryside Access Parish Delivery Partnership towards a new two-way gate at 
the bottom of Arlebury Park. The quote for supply and installation of the gate is 
£1400.   
RESOLVED: To approve the quote for £1400 from South Downs Joinery for the 
installation of a two- way gate at the bottom of Arlebury Park 

b. The Council discussed two quotes received for the supply and installation of mesh 
fencing around the slope works at Sun Hill Recreation Ground.  
Action: To ask for an additional quote and for suppliers to price for 1.8 metre high 
chain link fencing.   

 
 
 
 The meeting finished at 21:02 
 
 


