New Alresford Town Council

Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk
Website: www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation, Environment and Community Committee held at
Alresford Recreation Centre on Tuesday 9" April 2024 commencing at 7.00pm

Name Present Apologies Absent
Clir Sprott (Chair) v
Cllr Bean
Clir Byrne
Clir Cavell (Chair of Meeting)
Clir Dakin
Clir Eager
Clir Jeffs v
ALSO PRESENT: Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk), Chair of the Allotment Society and Chair of
Alresford and District RAFA

ASERRYAYAN

C23/075 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
RESOLVED: To approve apologies from Clir Sprott and Jeffs

C23/076 INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS
None

C23/077 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Recreation, Environment and Community
Committee meeting held on 13 February 2024.

It was resolved to bring forward the item on D-Day Anniversary.

C23/078 D-DAY ANNIVERSARY
The Chair of Alresford and District RAFA spoke about holding an event on D-Day
(Wednesday 6 July), whereby the Standards of the RNA, RAFA and RBL would be
paraded at noon from St John’s to Broad Street, with a bugler. This would require
approximately 2 minutes of road closure. The Chair of RAFA asked if the Council would
be involved, and whether they could support with advertising. There were discussions
around whether a bigger event also be held on Saturday.
The Committee agreed they would like to be involved.
Action: To provide the chair of RAFA with the next date for the meeting of Co-
ordinating Alresford
Action: The Clerk to follow up with the Chair of RAFA with regard to how the Council
could get involved.
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C23/079

C23/080

C23/081

C23/082

C23/083

C23/084

C23/085

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

The Chair of the Allotment Society thanked ClIr Dakin for attending the Allotment
Society committee meeting and advised that the communal shed, towards which the
Council provided a grant, will arrive imminently. The Society hope to invite the
Hampshire Chronicle, the Council and Alresford show for photo opportunity with the
new shed.

The Chair of the Allotment Society suggested a note is sent from the Council and
Allotment Society to the Tichborne Estate, to thank them for their support with the
new allotment site. The Committee agreed.

SPORTS CLUBS
The report from Alresford Rugby Club was noted.

CLERK AND CHAIR’S REPORT

The Clerk’s report was noted.

The community litter pick day was a great success with over 70 participants.
Clir Jeffs was thanked for her role in the community litter pick day.

TREE SURVEYS

The committee reviewed the tree surveys for Arlebury Park, Stratton Bates, Sun Hill
Recreation Ground, Memorial Gardens and Spring Gardens allotments. The Council
had commissioned Hampshire County Council arboriculture services to undertake the
surveys.

The recommendations for tree works were noted.

Action: The Clerk will confirm the extent of the boundary at Spring Gardens allotments
with Tichborne Estates and begin commissioning tree works.

ALRESFORD ALLOTMENT SOCIETY MEETING WITH COUNCIL

Notes from the meeting between the Council and Alresford Allotment Society were
received, and a report provided by Cllr Dakin on the Allotment Society committee
meeting.

SKIP HIRE, SPRING GARDENS ALLOTMENT
RESOLVED: To approve hiring a skip for Spring Gardens allotments for up to two weeks
in early May 2024 for use by plot holders

NEW ALLOTMENTS

a. Feedback from current allotment holders and allotment society on plot sizes and
paths for new site
Consultation responses from current plot holders about the suggested size of plots
at the new allotment site were reviewed. The results were from a small number of
plot holders and inconclusive:
Mix of plot sizes—6
Mostly quarter plots — 4
More half plots - 2
Consultation with the National Allotment Society identified the main paths should
ideally be 1.2 metres, and a further path along the Spring Lane boundary of the site
would be useful.
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The Chair of Allotment Society suggested the site included a disabled parking bay
and a loading bay if ground conditions allow.
Action: For Cllr Dakin to meet with the Allotment Society once the site has been
cleared, to discuss layout.

b. Offering plots at new site to existing plot holders
The plots at the current allotment site differ greatly in size. The smallest plots are
much smaller than the proposed smallest plots at the new site.
RESOLVED: To offer existing plot holders the opportunity to move to a plot on the
new site before opening up to the allotment waiting list

C23/086 TOWN MAP IMAGE
The Friends of St John’s have requested using the Council’s town map image in their
upcoming booklet about the history and heritage of the town and the place of St
John'sin it.
RESOLVED: To grant permission to Friends of St John’s using the town map image in
their booklet, as a one off, and subject to the map not being altered

C23/087 COMMUNITY EVENTS IN PARKS
The Committee discussed whether to commission activities that could be delivered in
the Council parks this Summer, as well as the opportunity for larger community events.
Action: For the Committee to consider whether there are any activities they would like
the Council to deliver in the parks and whether there are opportunities to hold/
support larger events and share ideas at the next meeting.
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