New Alresford Town Council

Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk
Website: www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Community and Open Space Committee held at Arlebury Park

on Tuesday 11 July 2023 commencing at 7.30pm

Name Present Apologies Absent

Clir Sprott (Chair) v

Clir Bean

v

Clir Byrne

Clir Cavell (AS) v

Clir Jeffs

v

ALSO PRESENT: Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk), Cllrs Smith, Eager and Dakin and one member of

public

C23/017

C23/018

C23/019

C23/020

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

RESOLVED: To approve apologies from Clir Byrne

INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS

Nothing received.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED: That the minutes and recommendations of the Community and Open
Spaces Committee held on 13t June 2023 are approved.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

A member of public spoke on a variety of issues:

Congratulated the Council and Neighbourhood Plan Action Group on organising a
constructive community engagement day.

The B and Q ‘Better Neighbours Grant Scheme’ might be useful for the community
herb project.

Suggested engaging proactively with plot holders about rent increases and the true
cost of providing allotment sites.

Thanked the Council for working towards providing in the region of 20 new plots at
Spring Gardens, but also suggested committing to requesting additional allotments
at the Sun Lane housing development.

Suggested the Council should consider management of the new allotment site,
which could also present an opportunity to review the responsibilities for the
existing Allotment Society — this could include a Welcome Letter for new tenants.
Rent concessions are permitted by allotment law to help fill positions on an
Allotment Society. This could encourage plot holders to put themselves forward.
Questioned who the custodian of the War Memorial at St John’s Church is, who
maintains, it, the current condition and whether it is listed. Could the Council
consider being custodian of the War Memorial and maintaining it?


mailto:deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk
http://www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk/

C23/021

SPORTS CLUB UPDATES
None received.

C23/022_CLERK AND CHAIR’S REPORT

C23/023

C23/024

C23/025

C23/026

C23/027

The report was noted.

COMMITTEE NAME

The committee discussed adding ‘Environment’ to the committee’s name to reflect the
wider responsibilities of the committee.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that the Committee name is changed from
Community and Open Space to Recreation, Environment and Community (REC)

NEW ALLOTMENTS SITE LAYOUT

The committee discussed how to fit more plots onto the site and whether the size of
plots should decrease. They also considered whether rubble might have been buried
on site.

RESOLVED: To ask the contractor to dig sample holes around the new allotment site to
investigate presence of rubble; to hold an event for existing plot holders at the ARC to
discuss plot sizes and management of the new site; following these, to ask surveyor to
redraw the site layout based on the sample holes results and feedback from the
meeting.

COMMUNITY HERB PROJECT

Cllr Bean stated that Long Barn has kindly agreed to donate some herbs to the project.
The planters have been filled with new compost and will be watered. The intention is
for a community project to commence in Spring 2024.

RESOLVED: For up to £250 to be spent on plants and signs for the community planters

ALLOTMENT SOCIETY MOWING

The Council’s insurers Zurich have suggested that if the Council were to take on
ownership of the mower, provide a risk assessment, undertake servicing and add
‘volunteers at the allotments’ to the Council insurance policy, then mowing at the
allotments by plot holders, would be covered by the Council insurance.

RESOLVED: To contact the Allotment Society to ask if they are happy for the Council to
take on ownership of the mower, and if so, to undertake a risk assessment and add
‘Volunteers at the Allotments’ to the Council insurance.

ARLEBURY PARK BOUNDARY WITH HUXLEY COURT DEVELOPMENT

The Chair provided an update — the hedge along the boundary between Huxley Court
and Arlebury Park does not belong to the Council; and a planning condition on Huxley
Court was the installation of a fence along the boundary.

The committee discussed the Council’s objective being a return to the original
condition of the boundary before development, which was a secure boundary and a
full screen of mixed native hedging along the entire length.

RESOLVED: The Committee Chair continues discussion with Vivid Housing Association
and Winchester City Council about the boundary between Arlebury Park and Huxley
Court.




C23/028

C23/029

C23/030

C23/031

ARLEBURY PARK BULB PLANTING AREA

The Committee received a suggestion from a resident to increase the size of the long
grass area at Arlebury Park, to set up a tree register and consider a memorial bulb
planting area in the park.

Recommendation: For the committee to undertake a walkabout in the parks to look at
the long grass area and suitable areas for bulb planting.

ALRESFORD BANK/CASHPOINT CLOSURE

The Committee discussed the closure of Lloyds Bank in Alresford.

Recommendation: To notify residents via the website and the Forum about availability
of cashpoints at the Co-op and Mitford Road Premier shop, and what bank services the
Co-op provides.

Recommendation: To write to Tesco to suggest the possibility of a freestanding cash
point being located at the shop on Broad Street.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED: To exclude the public and press due to the confidential nature of the
business about to be transacted. (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960
section 1(2)

QUOTE FOR REPLACMENT OF BASKET SWING AT SUN HILL RECREATION GROUND
The Committee considered three quotes for a new basket swing at Sun Hill Recreation
Ground to replace the current damaged swing.

RESOLVED: To approve the quote for £3863 from Playsafe Playgrounds for the
installation of a new basket swing at Sun Hill Recreation Ground, subject to confirming
there will be no damage to the existing play surface.

The meeting ended at 21:46



