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New Alresford Town Council 
Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP 
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk  
Website: www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Community and Open Space Committee held at Arlebury Park 
on Tuesday 13 June 2023 commencing at 7.30pm 
 

Name Present Apologies Absent 

Cllr Sprott (Chair)  ✓   
Cllr Bean  ✓   
Cllr Byrne  ✓   
Cllr Cavell (AS) ✓   
Cllr Jeffs ✓   

ALSO PRESENT: Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk), a representative from Herpetologic and 4 
members of public 
 
C23/001  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
   None received 
 
C23/002  INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS  
   Nothing received.  
 
C23/003 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
  RESOLVED: That the minutes and recommendations of the Community and Open 

Spaces Committee held on 18th April 2023 are approved.  
 
C23/004    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  
 A member of the public asked about mowing at the allotments. Now that the Council 

are mowing the main paths due to concerns about liability with the allotment mower, 
there have been issues with some of the smaller paths not being mown. The Clerk 
replied that the Allotment Society had been provided with details about a public 
liability insurance they could take out that might help. 

 
C23/005 SPORTS CLUB UPDATES 

 None received. 
 

The Committee thanked the outgoing Chair of Alresford Town Youth Football Club, 
Charles Ramseyer, for his ongoing support and commitment to youth football in the 
town. 

  
C23/006   CLERK AND CHAIR’S REPORT 
  The report was noted. 
  The Football Foundation are offering free of charge pitch inspections on the three 

youth football pitches. They would then provide estimate costings for maintenance, 
along with grant support that will taper over six years. The Clerk will check the Youth 
Football Club are happy with this and ensure the Football Foundation are aware the 
pitches are on public open spaces.  
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C23/007   NEW ALLOTMENTS 
  The ecological report was noted. Jonathan from Herpetologic talked through the 

findings of the report and the variety and numbers of mainly reptiles identified on site. 
He will begin to undertake further clearance in the centre of the site to encourage the 
reptiles to move to the edge of the site.  

 
  Based on the ecological surveys, the Committee will request changes to the proposed 

layout, removing the small paths between allotments, and avoiding some of the key 
habitats. The Committee intention is to complete the works before Winter 2023. 

 
  The future management of the site was deferred.  
 
  The Chair requested an outline timetable in order for the allotment project to progress 

at a good pace.  
 
C23/008   COMPOUND IN ARLEBURY PARK FOR WORKS TO MILLENNIUM PATH 

Hampshire County Council will be undertaking repair works to the Millenium Path in 
late Summer/ Autumn 2023 and have requested locating their compound in Arlebury 
Park, storing a generator at memorial gardens if required and burying on site the small 
number of non-native crayfish that might be recovered.  

   
   RESOLVED: To approve Hampshire County Council locating a compound at the bottom 

of Arlebury Park and a generator in Memorial Gardens for the duration of works to 
improve the Millennium Path and burying on site the small number of non-native 
crayfish that might be recovered, subject to them providing a location plan of the 
compound 

   
   Hampshire County Council will be advised to inform their contractors that the bottom 

of Arlebury is a busy thoroughfare for walkers and ensure the contractors not park too 
close to the new trees. The Clerk was asked to send letters to residents at Ladywell 
Lakes, the Fulling Mill and Old Alresford Parish Council 

 
C23/009   ARLEBURY PARK PLANTERS 

Cllr Bean discussed the idea of some of the planters at Arlebury Park being utilised as a 
community herb growing project. She has spoken with New Leaf community group and 
will speak to local horticultural businesses to discuss possible volunteering and 
sponsorship opportunities. 
 
Cllr Bean was asked to come up with a plan that she will bring to a future committee 
meeting. 

 
C23/010   YOUTH SURVEY ANALYSIS 

Analysis of the youth survey conducted in person and online was considered. Over 120 
responses were received. The two highest priorities for young people were the 
provision of outdoor meeting spaces and the creation of a basketball court/ Multi Use 
Games Area 
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  The Clerk will speak with other Parish Clerks as to their experience with Multi use 
Games Areas 

 
C23/011   PLAYGROUND INSPECTION REPORTS 

Annual playground inspections have been conducted on the outdoor gym, the three 
playgrounds and the skate park. 

  Works identified in the inspections are being addressed. 
  The Committee asked that the Caretaker, John Predeth, be thanked for his work 

undertaking repairs to the playgrounds. 
 
C23/012   INVOICE FOR HANGING BASKET INSTALLATION 

RESOLVED: To approve the invoice from Hanging Gardens for £4152.75 for the 
installation of hanging baskets 

 
C23/013   EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED: To exclude the public and press due to the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
section 1(2)  

 
The Committee agreed that the following item should be in public session. 
 
C23/014    BOUNDARY OF ARLEBURY PARK NEAR HUXLEY COURT HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 

A large section of hedging along the boundary of Huxley Court (Vivid Housing) and 
Arlebury Park has been removed.  
The Chair has identified that the hedge belongs to Vivid. Communication is ongoing to 
establish whether a boundary hedge was part of the planning application. 
The Committee discussed the possibility of planting a hedge on the Arlebury Park side 
of the boundary. This will be considered at a future meeting.   

 
C23/015   EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED: To exclude the public and press due to the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
section 1(2)  
 

C23/016  QUOTE FOR REPLACEMENT OF BASKET SWING BEAM AT SUNHILL PLAYGROUND  
  Quotes have been received from the supplier of the basket swing to repair the cross 

beam, and also to install a new swing. There is not much difference between the 
quotes, and so repairing the basket swing might not provide best value. 

 
  The Clerk will obtain quotes from other playground companies for the installation of a 

new basket swing. 
 
 
 
  The meeting ended at 21:02 


