New Alresford Town Council

Alresford Recreation Centre, The Avenue, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9EP
Tel: 01962 732109. Email: deputyclerk@newalresford-tc.gov.uk Website:
www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Meeting of the Community and Open Space Committee held at Arlebury Park

on Tuesday 28" March 2023 commencing at 7.00pm

Name Present Apologies Absent
Clir Cavell (Chair) (SC) v
Clir Bean (AB) v
Clir Byrne (MB) v
Clir Divall (KD) v
Clir Evans (SE) v
Clir Holmes (SH) v
Clir Sprott (AS) v
Clir Weston (MW) v

ALSO PRESENT: Sarah Johnson (Deputy Clerk) and 4 members of public

C22/116 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

C22/117

C22/118

C22/119

€22/120

No apologies received

DISPENSATIONS FOR DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS UNDER SECTION 33 OF
THE LOCALISM ACT 2011.
None received

DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS ON
ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.

Cllr Evans declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item ‘Easter Egg Hunt 2023’ and
agenda item ‘Calm Space during Watercress Festival’

Clir Sprott declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item ‘Calm Space during
Watercress Festival’

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

A member of public spoke as a resident of Spring Gardens and on behalf of three other
residents of Spring Gardens also in attendance, about the proposed new allotments at
Spring Gardens. The residents, while supporting the development in principle, raised
concerns about parking issues that might result from their potentially not being
allocated parking at the new site. Their concern is that plot holders, rather than using
the car park at the current allotment site, will instead park on the grass verge near the
new site churning up the grass and potentially causing congestion/ disruption to other
users of the lane. They are also concerned that there will not be a designated space for
woodchip and manure, with the limited access for vehicles to the site.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED: That the minutes and recommendations of the Community and Open
Spaces committee held on 21 February 2023 are approved.
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C22/121

C22/122

C22/123

C22/124

C22/125

C22/126

It was agreed to change the order of the meeting, and next consider item - Calm Space
during Watercress Festival.

CALM SPACE DURING WATERCRESS FESTIVAL

ClIr Sprott spoke about how Alresford might become a more friendly place for people
with autism and neurodiversity. This could include in the first instance, providing a
calm space during the Watercress Festival primarily for people with autism and
neurodiversity, potentially at Alresford Library or the Community Centre.

RESOLVED: To provide up to £350 to hire a premises and promote a calm space in
Alresford during the Watercress Festival 2023

Clir Sprott left the meeting at 19:15

SPORTS CLUB UPDATES

Alresford Town Youth Football Club

The Club currently has over 280 players and 40 managers, coaches and committee
members. The season is in full swing with some fixtures expected to go all the way
through May due to a mixture of poor weather and the state of the pitches at Stratton
Bates which have been badly affected by chafer grubs. The Club are hopeful
undertaking repair work once the season finishes.

An agreement with Alresford Town Football club with regard to collaboration is at an
advanced stage.

CLERKS REPORT

The report was noted. In addition:

The A-frame climbing equipment at Sun Hill Recreation Ground has been removed as it
had become unsafe.

Works to unblock the drainage ditch at the allotments have been initiated.

Turfing and reseeding works at Stratton Bates playground will take place after the
Easter holidays.

A letter has been received from a resident requesting additional benches at Arlebury
Park.

Snowdrops at risk from the clearance work at the new allotment site, will be relocated
to other Council open spaces.

CHAIRS UPDATE.

The Chair reported that the All Together Alresford group are meeting on Wednesday
29t March

A letter has been received from a resident suggesting a dog park be created at Sun Hill
Recreation Ground.

EASTER EGG HUNT 2023

Alresford Chamber of Commerce run an annual Easter Egg hunt in the town centre.
This involves a printed map distributed to children at local schools and prizes. This year
a greater number of schools wish to be involved.

RESOLVED: To approve a contribution of £400 to the Alresford Chamber of
Commerce to help fund the 2023 Easter Egg hunt

CORONATION EVENT
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C22/127

C22/128

C22/129

The Watercress Line are planning to hold an event for the Coronation. With the help of
NATC, a grant of £815 has been secured from Winchester City Council for the event.
There is a shortfall of £1375 which the Watercress Line were hoping the Council might
consider providing. The event will be ticketed, £5 for adults and £3 for children and
include an afternoon of musical entertainment.

The Committee debated the item and were concerned that the event is ticketed and
therefore not accessible to everyone.

Recommendation: That Councillor Cavell attends the next meeting of All Together
Alresford, where the Watercress Line will be present, and discusses other options

FUNFAIR VISI TO STRATTON BATES
This item was deferred due to time

EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC

RESOLVED: That members of the public are excluded from the meeting due to the
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. Public Bodies (Admission
to Meetings) Act 1960, section 1

ARLEBURY PARK OUTDOOR GYM SURFACING

Two quotes were considered for rubber matting to be installed around the eight pieces
of outdoor gym equipment at Arlebury Park. One quote for £1731 and another quote
for £1932.

RESOLVED: To approve the quote from Playsafe playgrounds for £1731 to install
rubber matting around the items of equipment at Arlebury Park outdoor gym

The meeting ended at 19:30
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